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CPPE Learning disabilities learning campaign to launch 
 

The Centre for Pharmacy Postgraduate Education (CPPE) begins its next learning campaign on 
learning disabilities on 13 March 2017. 
 
Around 1.2 million people in England have a learning disability, which amounts to approximately 
two percent of the population. Pharmacy professionals in all sectors are likely to meet people with 
a range of different learning disabilities. 
 
CPPE’s learning campaign will challenge pharmacy professionals to ensure they are in a position 
to engage confidently in consultations with people with a learning disability. 
 
Over the six weeks of the campaign there will be weekly challenges, including a new e-challenge 
and distance learning programme, which CPPE will post to every GPhC registered pharmacy 
professional in England this month. A Facebook Live chat with experts in the field will also take 
place on 11 April 2017 at: www.facebook.com/cppeengland. 
 
The campaign will challenge learners to adapt their practice through a pledge to stopping  
over-medication of people with learning disabilities, autism or both (STOMP). This pledge was 
signed in 2016 by NHS England, the Royal Pharmaceutical Society and other professional bodies 
to tackle the over-prescription of psychotropic medicines to people with a learning disability.  
 
CPPE’s website will have further information throughout the campaign, where pharmacy 
professionals can sign up to complete the challenges at: www.cppe.ac.uk/learningdisabilities. 
The CPPE Facebook and Twitter pages will post information regularly about the campaign using 
the hashtag #CPPELD, where pharmacy professionals can get involved and keep up to date with 
the campaign. 
 
“I am delighted to see the launch of the Learning disabilities CPPE learning campaign. Learning 
disabilities affect a surprisingly high number of people in England in a variety of ways and I 
strongly believe that this CPPE learning campaign, alongside the distance learning programme, 
will show pharmacy professionals how they can support people with a learning disability and their 
carers.” 
Andrew Taylor, Learning development pharmacist, Centre for Pharmacy Postgraduate 
Education  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/cppeengland
http://www.cppe.ac.uk/learningdisabilities
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“This campaign provides a great opportunity for pharmacy staff to find out more about learning 
disabilities and how best to get alongside, and optimise medicines prescribed for, people living 
with a learning disability. 
 
People with a learning disability are an extremely vulnerable population, and prescribing of 
medicine is often not ideal; this campaign will help pharmacy staff facilitate appropriate medicines 
use to maximise both efficacy and tolerability.” 
Nikki Holmes, President, College of Mental Health Pharmacy 
 
“This campaign tackles the reasons why people with a learning disability have shorter life 
expectancies than other people, and shows pharmacy professionals how they can better care for 
this group. 
 
Following discussion with pharmacy professionals, patients, and their carers, the programme 
takes you through the consultation skills required to support you to work with people with a 
learning disability.” 
Emma Anderson, Programme developer, Centre for Pharmacy Postgraduate Education 
 
Visit: www.cppe.ac.uk for further information. 
 

ENDS 
Notes to editors:  
 
About CPPE  
The Centre for Pharmacy Postgraduate Education (CPPE) is funded by Health Education England 
to provide CPD opportunities to all pharmacists and pharmacy technicians providing NHS services 
in England. We generate income from the sale of our programmes to a wider healthcare 
professional audience both in the UK and internationally. All income received is reinvested into 
further development of learning programmes. 
 
Please visit the CPPE website for further information: www.cppe.ac.uk 
 
You can also keep up to date with developments at CPPE and get in touch via the following 
media: 
 
www.facebook.com/cppeengland  
www.twitter.com/cppeengland  
www.linkedin.com/company/centre-for-pharmacy-postgraduate-education  
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